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Mid-Atlantic Committee on the Ocean (MACO)

MACO (and/or 2016 OCEAN ACTION PLAN) GOALS, OBJECTIVES and ACTIONS:

MACO’s Non-Consumptive Recreation working group is conducting activities in continuation
and support of the 2016 Mid-Atlantic Ocean Action Plan’s Section 2.4.7: Non-Consumptive
Recreation, Objective 7, which states, “Account for the importance of nearshore and offshore
non-consumptive recreational uses, and their local and regional economic contributions in the
Mid-Atlantic; and in the management of other ocean uses and resources, consider impacts on
non-consumptive recreational activities (e.qg., surfing, boating, whale watching, birding, diving).

”

ACTIVITY 1 - Finalize the development of a compiled database of states’ public
recommendations for reducing or avoiding human-wildlife interactions during non-consumptive
recreational activities.

Expected Completion Date: October 2020

A1 Progress Period
January 2020 - June 2020

A1 Progress Description

The work group has reviewed and made recommendations to the database on two occasions,
and an internal version is near completion. The database will be formatted for public viewing
and posted to the Non-Consumptive Recreation webpage on MARCOQO’s website when it is
finalized.

ACTIVITY 2 - Develop a whitepaper that synthesizes recommendations within the database
(Activity 1), and recommends regional best practices for minimizing human-wildlife interactions
during non-consumptive recreational activities.

Expected Completion Date: Fall 2020

Progress Period
January 2020 - June 2020

Progress Description
Whitepaper drafting is underway. When the version is complete, it will be posted to the
Non-Consumptive Recreation webpage on MARCO'’s website.
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ACTIVITY 3 - Identify how the findings of the whitepaper could be incorporated into an easily
accessible product.

Expected Completion Date: Winter 2020/2021

Progress Period
January 2020 - June 2020

Progress Description

The work group continues to meet and discuss paths forward, including considering
recommendations made during the 2020 Mid-Atlantic Ocean Forum. Details about
products resulting from the whitepaper are anticipated by the end of calendar year 2020
and will be reflected in the end-of-year progress report.

ACTIVITY 4 - Continue convening the work group on collaborative calls, at a minimum on a
quarterly basis.

Expected Completion Date: ongoing

Progress Period
January 2020 - June 2020

Progress Description

Include: results for the period, stakeholder engagement, impediments to progress, and
budgetary/resource needs

The work group meets on an approximately bi-monthly basis.



