Using future projections for ocean planning:
RE-IMAGINING DECISION-MAKING IN THE OCEAN




TWO YEARS AGO ...

OUR CHALLENGE

» Review time for EIS is
short, often 30-45 days.

» We live in a data-rich
region, but difficult to
guery all these different
pieces of information

» No reference of what to
look for in each region
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MARINE MAPPING TOOL

https://maps.tnc.org/marinemap/

Leverage marine-life and habitat data available to
provide guidance related to wind energy development.

Facilitate the review of all information from a site or
project area
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Current decisions are made with a snapshot of
what the system looked like several years ago

Sea scallop biomass

1966-2014 Black Seabass

Spring 2010-2019

Fronts probability
Fall 2017
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Current decisions are made with a snapshot of
what the system looked like several years ago

Scale of our data doesn’t match

the scale of decision-making When we do species

projections, we look at
things this scale ...

when we should
be looking at
what happens at
this scale ...
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Information not accessible to
people that directly depend
on the ocean and are
impacted by decisions on the

Scale of our data doesn’t match ocean.
the scale of decision-making

Current decisions are made with a snapshot of
what the system looked like several years ago

Data are often only
accessible to a select
group of people
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How do we
make better
decisions In

the ocean ?
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We are ...

Developing downscaled
1 projections, that are near-term and
focused on local resources
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We are ...

1. Downscaling projections

2 Choosing metrics that answer questions people have

WITHIN A
WITHIN A REGION ACROSS TIME COMMUNITY

“In this location,
demersal fish Is this location known

have a combined Eoes thrif Irc])cation to aggregate species
biomass of 100”. ave a higher number persistently over

thSI?eC'es_ thi” the time? Is it expected to
whole region? change?

Will my community
have increased
fishing opportunities
in the future?
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We are ...

1. Downscaling projections

2 Choosing metrics that answer questions people have

COMMUNITIES AT SEA
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We are ...

1. Downscaling projections

2. Choose relevant metrics and information

3 Using current platforms that people trust
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We are ...

1. Downscaling projections
2. Choosing relevant metrics and information

3. Using current distribution channels

Developing a tool that
facilitates use and discovery of
Information about a site
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