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THE EARTH’S BEST DEFENSE
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Cape Hatteras
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Tilefish Habitat
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Nearshore Corridor
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Continental Shelf/
Slope Break
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Soft corals (Paramuﬁcea, Anthothelia, Tho umﬂa)

Venus flytrap anemene (Actinoscyphia saginata) Soft coral (Anthothella sp.) Photos: NURC-NA&GL
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[ Sponge and soft coral on the Atlantic deep slope ]




A large American lobster (Homarus americants) on open sand

Photo: NURC-NA&GL




Bottom Trawling
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Trawling impacts:

« Benthic life
 Eradicates soft coral
e Sponge communities

Source: Dr. Daniel Pauly, “The Unfolding Collapse
of Global Fisheries: Implications for
Conservation.” PowerPoint Presentation, 5 June
2002.
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Fishenes and Oceans










Recommendations

« PROTECT CANYONS NOW

 IDENTIFY AND PROTECT IMPORTANT
NEARSHORE HABITATS

— IDENTIFY IMPORTANT ECOLOGICAL AREAS
WITHIN 30 MILES OF SHORE

— PROTECT THOSE AREAS AS PART OF A MARINE
SPATIAL PLANNING PROCESS
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THE EARTH'S BEST DEFENSE
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